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22 April 2024 

 

             TODAY APRIL 22 IS EARTH DAY  2024:  

 

Earth Day is an annual celebration that honours the 

achievements of the environmental movement and raises 

awareness of the need to protect Earth’s natural resources for 

future generations. It is observed on April 22 in the United 

States and on either April 22 or the day of the spring equinox in 

other parts of the world12. The first Earth Day was held on April 

22, 1970, and it played a crucial role in educating people about 

the importance of environmental conservation. Approximately 

20 million people across the United States participated in this 

event, which helped garner support for significant legislation such as the Clean Air 

Act (updated in 1970) and the Endangered Species Act (1973) 1. Since then, Earth Day has 

grown into a global movement, with more than 200 million participants in over 140 

countries during the 1990 global Earth Day organized by environmental activist Denis 

Hayes1. Today, the Earth Day Network (EDN) continues to promote environmental 

awareness and action year-round. Their mission is based on the belief that everyone, 

regardless of race, gender, income, or geography, has a moral right to a healthy and sustainable 

environment. The EDN focuses on education, public policy, and activism campaigns, making 

Earth Day one of the largest public, secular events worldwide1. So, on Earth Day, let’s come 

together to protect our planet by taking actions like picking up litter, planting trees, and 

advocating for a healthier Earth!              

 

Note from the JPIC TEAM: 

As you are aware when we made our JPIC Commitment to Care 

for the Earth in December 2022 we agreed to review it after a 

year -we have now marked the 7th May 2.30-3.45 for a Meeting 

on Zoom to do this. We are asking you to keep this time free if 

possible please. More details nearer the time.  Thank you, 

Ellen. 
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Earth Day– by Jane Yolen 
 

I am the Earth 

And the Earth is me. 

Each blade of grass, each honey tree, 

Each bit of mud, and stick and stone 

Is blood and muscle, skin and bone. 
 

And just as I need every bit  

Of me to make my body fit, 

So Earth needs grass and stone and tree 

And things that grow here naturally. 
 

                                       That’s why we celebrate this day. 

                                       That’s why across the world we say: 

                                       As long as life, as dear, as free, 

                                       I am the Earth and the Earth is me. 

 

 

 

175 Years / 175 Faces  
 

 

Camilla our RSHM 

Director of 

Communications 

continues to post a 

photograph and 

quotation from an 

RSHM, or associate, 

every two days. This 

month two sisters from 

the NEA featured – 

 

 

Don’t forget to check out the RSCM RSHM Facebook page. It is an interesting way of becoming 

more familiar with our sisters worldwide and people who work with us in various capacities. For 

those of you who do not follow on Facebook here are some RSHMs and associates who have 

featured already - 
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Images of the visit of the sisters Margaret Fielding and Paré Moreira to the Bom Pastor community 

and the sisters of Béziers. Together the sisters had happy moments of socializing, sharing and 

remembering the 100th birthday of Ir. Marie Jean. 

In Béziers, the sisters Margaret and Paré also met with the "Association Resources" SCM, made up 

of all the sisters from France and some sisters who have already lived in France. 
 

   
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

                    Chinhoyi, Zimbabwe. 

 

The RSHM Leadership Council's visit with the 

Chinhoyi Community in Zimbabwe, Zambezi Area  

at the end of March. 

 

 

 
From Zambia and Zimbabwe 
 
The Institute Leadership Team visited the Chivuna Community, at St. Joseph's Secondary School 

(Zambia), and also at the Farm Project, which aims to help women, mainly widows and single 

mothers, with food security. 

In addition, in recent days Sisters Margaret Fielding, Paré Moreira, Ana Luísa Pinto and Sipiwe 

Phiri have also been with the Harare Community in Zimbabwe. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=420628057155504&set=pcb.420628153822161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU6icMXeftM-gZDKIeeIjLXmDSlwHQbvi_FQwySgHqDsOyOw6qQbfDYt3-oOK1_hujWsUrjOGqnOrRRVl-Ifx4HhxatCW2GvH7RJeb6XUptOMrbpfdF_27xl-uELL6Xpv0nFXFZjNSDU7ZCBHuQfTnmcbq26JfFo7feUx7vetphJ5S_IlFcJQpgyFszS_hy9NCS9DsemFdiZj5qi7AgiPW&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=420628057155504&set=pcb.420628153822161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU6icMXeftM-gZDKIeeIjLXmDSlwHQbvi_FQwySgHqDsOyOw6qQbfDYt3-oOK1_hujWsUrjOGqnOrRRVl-Ifx4HhxatCW2GvH7RJeb6XUptOMrbpfdF_27xl-uELL6Xpv0nFXFZjNSDU7ZCBHuQfTnmcbq26JfFo7feUx7vetphJ5S_IlFcJQpgyFszS_hy9NCS9DsemFdiZj5qi7AgiPW&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=420628060488837&set=pcb.420628153822161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU6icMXeftM-gZDKIeeIjLXmDSlwHQbvi_FQwySgHqDsOyOw6qQbfDYt3-oOK1_hujWsUrjOGqnOrRRVl-Ifx4HhxatCW2GvH7RJeb6XUptOMrbpfdF_27xl-uELL6Xpv0nFXFZjNSDU7ZCBHuQfTnmcbq26JfFo7feUx7vetphJ5S_IlFcJQpgyFszS_hy9NCS9DsemFdiZj5qi7AgiPW&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=420628060488837&set=pcb.420628153822161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU6icMXeftM-gZDKIeeIjLXmDSlwHQbvi_FQwySgHqDsOyOw6qQbfDYt3-oOK1_hujWsUrjOGqnOrRRVl-Ifx4HhxatCW2GvH7RJeb6XUptOMrbpfdF_27xl-uELL6Xpv0nFXFZjNSDU7ZCBHuQfTnmcbq26JfFo7feUx7vetphJ5S_IlFcJQpgyFszS_hy9NCS9DsemFdiZj5qi7AgiPW&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=420628053822171&set=pcb.420628153822161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU6icMXeftM-gZDKIeeIjLXmDSlwHQbvi_FQwySgHqDsOyOw6qQbfDYt3-oOK1_hujWsUrjOGqnOrRRVl-Ifx4HhxatCW2GvH7RJeb6XUptOMrbpfdF_27xl-uELL6Xpv0nFXFZjNSDU7ZCBHuQfTnmcbq26JfFo7feUx7vetphJ5S_IlFcJQpgyFszS_hy9NCS9DsemFdiZj5qi7AgiPW&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=420628053822171&set=pcb.420628153822161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU6icMXeftM-gZDKIeeIjLXmDSlwHQbvi_FQwySgHqDsOyOw6qQbfDYt3-oOK1_hujWsUrjOGqnOrRRVl-Ifx4HhxatCW2GvH7RJeb6XUptOMrbpfdF_27xl-uELL6Xpv0nFXFZjNSDU7ZCBHuQfTnmcbq26JfFo7feUx7vetphJ5S_IlFcJQpgyFszS_hy9NCS9DsemFdiZj5qi7AgiPW&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=420628070488836&set=pcb.420628153822161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU6icMXeftM-gZDKIeeIjLXmDSlwHQbvi_FQwySgHqDsOyOw6qQbfDYt3-oOK1_hujWsUrjOGqnOrRRVl-Ifx4HhxatCW2GvH7RJeb6XUptOMrbpfdF_27xl-uELL6Xpv0nFXFZjNSDU7ZCBHuQfTnmcbq26JfFo7feUx7vetphJ5S_IlFcJQpgyFszS_hy9NCS9DsemFdiZj5qi7AgiPW&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=420628070488836&set=pcb.420628153822161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU6icMXeftM-gZDKIeeIjLXmDSlwHQbvi_FQwySgHqDsOyOw6qQbfDYt3-oOK1_hujWsUrjOGqnOrRRVl-Ifx4HhxatCW2GvH7RJeb6XUptOMrbpfdF_27xl-uELL6Xpv0nFXFZjNSDU7ZCBHuQfTnmcbq26JfFo7feUx7vetphJ5S_IlFcJQpgyFszS_hy9NCS9DsemFdiZj5qi7AgiPW&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/Chinhoyi-103727656332255/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZX6mHQwKnGDrfyBpVsVVdljSJUzcZvglOkWAPlU_mKIr1Ew2ZUKSbzWRedmcIR3Yq5hiZX_wuWaI4jFQVvbNlq8Lcjn30yFQymXHWxbj3beGSHsZJC0DSYAqHtafUZIAoTfacGDGctc8_co17i39NTy7BFQiKk5W7uDX2ibhKhDoWnxY7VQBjuqK-ueHpI1IzjwCLGGEjjvwFhoSELngbzC3otBNw2jvRsnjaKLyfge6Q&__tn__=kC*F
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=420628073822169&set=pcb.420628153822161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU6icMXeftM-gZDKIeeIjLXmDSlwHQbvi_FQwySgHqDsOyOw6qQbfDYt3-oOK1_hujWsUrjOGqnOrRRVl-Ifx4HhxatCW2GvH7RJeb6XUptOMrbpfdF_27xl-uELL6Xpv0nFXFZjNSDU7ZCBHuQfTnmcbq26JfFo7feUx7vetphJ5S_IlFcJQpgyFszS_hy9NCS9DsemFdiZj5qi7AgiPW&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=420628057155504&set=pcb.420628153822161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU6icMXeftM-gZDKIeeIjLXmDSlwHQbvi_FQwySgHqDsOyOw6qQbfDYt3-oOK1_hujWsUrjOGqnOrRRVl-Ifx4HhxatCW2GvH7RJeb6XUptOMrbpfdF_27xl-uELL6Xpv0nFXFZjNSDU7ZCBHuQfTnmcbq26JfFo7feUx7vetphJ5S_IlFcJQpgyFszS_hy9NCS9DsemFdiZj5qi7AgiPW&__tn__=*bH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=420628053822171&set=pcb.420628153822161&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXU6icMXeftM-gZDKIeeIjLXmDSlwHQbvi_FQwySgHqDsOyOw6qQbfDYt3-oOK1_hujWsUrjOGqnOrRRVl-Ifx4HhxatCW2GvH7RJeb6XUptOMrbpfdF_27xl-uELL6Xpv0nFXFZjNSDU7ZCBHuQfTnmcbq26JfFo7feUx7vetphJ5S_IlFcJQpgyFszS_hy9NCS9DsemFdiZj5qi7AgiPW&__tn__=*bH-R
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  A visit to St Mulumba’s Special school in Choma, Zambia. 
    

 
 

During Vocations Prayer Week the ILC met 

the novices at the House of Formation in 

Zambia. 

 

 

A familiar face! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right: 
 

Back line: Novice Belinda, Bishop Raphael, Sr. Paré, Sr. Florence, Sr. Beatrice, Sr. Margaret,             

Sr. Ana Luisa, Novice Flavia and Novice Obrit. 
 

Second line: Srs. Sipiwe, Claudia and Maria Emilia. 
 

Front line: Novices Ester, Luyando and Jacinta. 

 
 
PERPETUAL VOWS  
 

     

        Sister Aelita 

Otavia Da Silva 

who made her 

Perpetual Vows in 

Choma, Zambezi 

Region where she is  

currently in 

ministry. 

 

 

 

 

We are all united and in prayer for the sisters Joanita José and Izaura 

Paulino, from the Mozambique Area. The sisters will be making the 

Perpetual Vows on April 21st at Our Lady of Lourdes-Mulevala Parish. 

"Love God, live in his love, persevere in his love.” (GS/18/VIII/78/A. 

Vol. I, p. 412. )…  

 

 

  Izaura Paulino e Joanita José, Mozambique 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/rscmrshm?__tn__=%3C*F
https://www.facebook.com/rscmrshm?__tn__=%3C*F
https://www.facebook.com/rscmrshm?__tn__=%3C*F
https://www.facebook.com/rscmrshm?__tn__=%3C*F
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Extract from I AM OF THE EARTH by Jennifer Healey 

 

 
I walk among trees and know each 

for a friend. 

I see a history and imagine 

what secrets they keep,  
what wisdom they'd lend. 
  

To think I too can stand tall 

in the wind, can be 

still as a stone 

or alive with the energy of the forest, its soul, 

yet remain calm like the plants who are meditating always. 

Roots easy in the soil, 

face turned to the sun. 

I too am a field of all possibilities. 

I am part of this world, 

I know how it is to flourish and to 

wither, how to endure the seasons 

and the storm, 

how to travel far 

yet remain unchanged in a most essential way…….. 
  

I walk into the woods and I think, yes, 

I am very much of the earth. 

There are times I feel as ancient as the fern, 

as widespread as the moss 

or weightless like the blackbird with scarlet on his wings, 

and I feel I know all the secrets of the universe. 

The world sings to me and I hear the song. 

The winds carry messages that I can read. 

My visions turn true, 

my desires are cast far beyond words, 

like the dandelion sets free her light, puffy seeds. 
  

I step easy on the earth, 

God speaks to me through the trees. 

 

 

 

 

BEREAVEMENTS 

 
We offer sincere condolences to 

Sister Christine Caldwell RSHM 

on the unexpected death of her sister Josie  

on 30 March 2024. 

Please keep Chrissie in your prayers at this time.  

May Josie now rest in peace.  

https://healingbrave.com/products/where-joy-grows
https://healingbrave.com/products/a-place-and-a-purpose-for-everything
https://healingbrave.com/products/i-take-my-steps-slowly

