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DECEMBER 2025 

 
THE HOPE OF CHRISTMAS by Krista Besselman 
 

 

When the days feel cold and lifeless, 

Like the darkest winter night, 

May we bring the hope of Christmas 

To a world that needs more light. 

 

When it feels like nothing’s sacred— 

Nothing chaos can’t destroy— 

May we bring the hope of Christmas 

To a world that’s lost its joy. 

 

To a world that thrives on outrage— 

No forgiveness, no release— 

May we bring the hope of Christmas 

Through the promised Prince of Peace. 

 

There is fear and death and darkness 

But through faith we rise above 

As we show the Christ of Christmas 

To a world that needs His love. 
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TOP SCHOOLS IN NORTHERN IRELAND 
 

Sister Barbara Bailey drew attention to this good news about the success of Rathmore Grammar School, 

Finaghy, Belfast (founded by the RSHM). It features in the UK Sunday Times in a Top Schools 

supplement. It Rates 35 out of top the 100! 
 

There is a mention, too, of Our Lady and St Patrick’s College, Knock, Belfast (an amalgamation of 

SHM, Holywood, Co Down and St Patrick’s College, Knock) which had the top ‘A’ Level results in 

Northern Ireland.  
 

We, RSHM, can be justly proud of the two schools where many of the Sisters were involved from their 

foundation and in which we served for many years. Congratulations to all the Staffs, pupils and parents.  

 

THE ARTICLE IN THE SUNDAY TIMES UK ON SUNDAY 7 DECEMBER 
 

After years of consultation, revolution is coming to classrooms in Northern Ireland with the new 

TransformED NI strategy through five key reforms: curriculum overhaul for “coherent, 

knowledge-rich” learning; standardising assessment and qualifications at primary, lower 

secondary and vocational levels; better professional development for teachers; a revised 

qualification for school headship; and measures to tackle disadvantage. 
 

The statutory desire to boost performance further comes as three out of ten pupils in Northern 

Ireland scored top marks this year, achieving A* or A grades in at least one subject. All of Parent 

Power’s top ten schools in Northern Ireland are also ranked in the UK’s top 80 state secondaries. 
 

Some schools are already getting it right. Cliodhna Logan, head girl of Rathmore Grammar 

School, earned four A*s in chemistry, biology, maths and physics to read medicine at Queen’s 

University, Belfast, and the school’s results were so impressive that Paul Givan, the education 

minister in Northern Ireland, paid a visit to offer his congratulations. 
 

Some of the best A-level results in a decade, and GCSEs in which 75.8 per cent of pupils gained 

seven grades 9-7, has led to Rathmore climbing 17 places in the UK league table to rank 35th 

and take the title of Secondary School of the Year in Northern Ireland. 
 

It follows another win at the BT Young Scientist & Technology Exhibition in Dublin. Rathmore 

pupil Eoin Rossney-Hyde took home the first prize for his project focused on “the application of 

abstract mathematical theories to mitigate against racial and gender bias in AI”. 
 

Arthur Donnelly, principal of the coeducational Catholic school in Finaghy, Belfast, attributes 

the success “to the people and the sense of community we have. It’s the bedrock of everything.” 

Former pupils often become teachers and staff may spend their entire career at the school, while 

the prefect team raised more than £18,500 to support the work of Trócaire, an NGO that works 

to improve social justice and human rights as well as supporting a local mental health charity. 

But nowhere is community more celebrated than when it comes to sport, with extracurriculars 

including cross-country, boys’ and girls’ Gaelic football, football and basketball, hurling and 

camogie. 

 

“Our motto, which we share with our founders, the 

Religious of the Sacred Heart of Mary, an international 

congregation of religious sisters, 

is UT VITAM HABEANT (‘That they may have life’)” 

Donnelly says. “I think that speaks for itself.” 

 

 
The school with the top A-level results in Northern Ireland is Our Lady and St Patrick’s College, 

Knock, a co-ed Catholic voluntary grammar school. (Diocesan and SHM amalgamation). 

 

Rathmore pupils 

https://www.thetimes.com/best-schools-league-table/rathmore-grammar-school
https://www.thetimes.com/best-schools-league-table/rathmore-grammar-school
https://www.thetimes.com/best-schools-league-table/our-lady-and-st-patricks-college-knock
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Tribute to Rosemary from St Francis Hospice 
 

The recent edition of Scoop, the St Francis Hospice Newsletter, contains an article written about 

Rosemary's Diamond Jubilee by her Line Manager who is a Muslim. Congratulations Rosemary! 

 

 
 

 

 

POSTINGS FROM THE MONTH OF DECEMBER 

 

During Advent Camilla posted an ‘Advent Calendar’ using a quotation from Gailhac and a suggestion 

for putting this into practice in today’s world. These suggestions can be used at any time. There are more 

details on the RSHM facebook page. 
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                                                      BEREAVEMENTS 
 

We offer our sincere sympathy to the Sisters in the EAA on the death of Sister Edna 

O’Connor RSHM on 3 December in Marymount Convent, Tarrytown. Sr Edna was 90 

years of age and has spent 73 years as an RSHM. May Edna rest in peace. 

 

We offer our deepest sympathy to Sister Bernadette McNamara on the 

death of her beloved sister Nuala Bruton on Saturday 13 December. May her 

immediate and extended family be comforted by the support they receive at this sad 

time and may Nuala rest in peace. 
 

 

                            +++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

Arrowsmith House and Seafield wish to thank all those who sent messages, prayers 

and Mass cards on the occasion of Sr Marie Clune’s death RIP.  We share with you 

the quotation below which was found in her room and was on her requiem booklet. 
 

                                      Always remember you matter,  
                                  you’re important, and you’re loved. 
                        Your presence on this earth makes a difference 
                                           whether you see it or not. 

                                                                                (The boy, the mole , the fox and the horse) 
 

Dear Sisters, 

Thank you for your prayers and support to my family and to me at the time of my sister Margaret's death 

RIP. So many of you got in touch sending messages, promising prayers, sending sympathy cards and 

Mass cards.  We, as a family, very much appreciate that those in the London area were able to attend her 

funeral Mass in her own parish in Kingsbury. 

Mass has been requested for all your intentions. Joanna  

 

 

Thank you so much to everyone who sent me good wishes on my 

Diamond Jubilee and my 80th Birthday! I am very grateful for your 

kindness and I wish you all a Happy Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Rosemary 
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Christmas Greetings 
 

People send Christmas greetings to spread goodwill, maintain connections, and share holiday cheer in a 

tangible way, offering a personal touch beyond digital messages, sharing life updates, and decorating 

homes with festive greetings. Originating in Victorian England with the first commercially printed card 

in 1843, the tradition continues as a way to show care, connect with distant loved ones, and even serve 

as a yearly recap of life.  

        
    Warmest Christmas greetings to everyone  

        from us all in Arrowsmith and Seafield. 

          

 

 

Pope Francis prayed before this Icon of Madonna & Child before and after his trips 

abroad. As Christmas comes around once more I pray that you will all have a happy 

Christmas and peace and good health in the New Year. Love from Eleanor 

 

 

We wish all our sisters, extended family and collaborators a very happy and peaceful 

Christmas. We pray for you all and hope that 2026 will bring love, joy and peace into  

all our lives and to the areas of the world that are in conflict and war.  
 

We have given a donation to our local branch of the St. Vincent de Paul to help the 

many struggling families in our area. 

Your sisters in Naomh Brid, Ferrybank 

 

 

Wishing you all the Joy and Peace of Christmas and  

many blessings throughout the New Year.   
 

A donation will be made to the Homeless Charity CRISIS 
 

Love from Dorothy, Rosemary, Breda and Kathleen, Manor Park Community 

 

 

My sincere greetings and best wishes to each one for peace and joy at 

Christmas and for a New Year filled with hope and trust in the Lord's words  

" Fear not, I will help you". 
 

Love and blessings, Brigitte 

 

 
 

A very happy and peaceful Christmas to all of you, your families and friends.  

May the season bring you joy and happiness and may this continue into 2026.  

We have donated to the local Saint Vincent de Paul conference in lieu of 

cards and postage. 

All of us in Grianán, Ferrybank. 

 

 

 

As we celebrate the miracle of this special season, may our hearts be filled with 

peace and joy. 

May the blessings of Christmas stay with us throughout the year. 
 

Donations to food vouchers. Your Sisters in Fazakerly 
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Christmas blessings and greetings to all our sisters 

from Margot and Mary Jo in The Park. 

We join in celebrating the birth of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, 

And pray for peace in our broken world. 

We will contribute our card money to a local Charity. 
 

 

Dear Sisters 

We Maeve, Ursula and Mary, living in Dunmurry, wish to send Greetings to                             

all the sisters of our Area. May each one experience the joy, hope and peace 

belonging to the great Feast of Christmas when God took on Flesh as a little 

Child with the mission to lead us back to the Father who Loves us always and  

for ever.  We wish you every blessing for Christmas and for 2026.  

 

 

 


